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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 1 

activity booklet.
 Ask your child to share some signs that two 

people or a group of people are united.  
 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores 

what it means for the members of the Church 
to work in unison, or to be united.

Dive In!
 Read the Featured Story on page 1808  

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(1 Corinthians 12:14–18, 27).

 Ask your child these questions:
• How does the job of each part make it 

different from other parts of the body? 
(The job of an eye is to see, the job of an 
ear is to hear, and so on. No other part 
of the body sees or hears, and so on.)

• Why is it important for each part to do what 
it is supposed to do? (Each part of the body 
plays an important role in making sure our 
body is working.)

• How is the body like Christ’s Body? (Each  
of us is its own role in making the body work.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1809 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity  
on page 2 of the chapter 1 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. think, 2. speak, 3. love, 4. touch, 
5. look, 6. listen, 7. walk

Discover! (10 minutes)
 Read the article on the second page of this 

home guide chapter. Review the key words, 
and ask the review questions. 

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 1 activity booklet. 
Answers: child playing—child sitting alone; 
person cooking—hungry person; priest—sick 
person

Go!
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 1 activity booklet to 
complete this week. 

 Encourage your child to complete the 
puzzle handout on the third page of this 
home guide chapter. Answer: We are the 
Body of Christ.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on 
page 4 of the chapter 1 activity booklet.

We Belong to the Body of Christ
Scripture Focus: 1 Corinthians 12:14–18, 27

Lesson Goals
• to identify that we become members of the 

Body of Christ through Baptism
• to state that the Church is made up of different 

people with different gifts
• to discuss that the Church benefits when 

everyone shares their unique gifts 

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1808 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(1 Corinthians 12:14–18, 27).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 1 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.
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Key Words
Body of Christ  The Church; all baptized 
people everywhere.
diverse  Filled with unique people who can 
do many different things.
unique  One of a kind.

Review
1. When do we become part of the Church, the Body  
 of Christ? 
2. Why is each person in the Body of Christ different?
3. Why is each of us important to the Body of Christ? 

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

What makes you “one of a kind”? Is it a physical 
quality? Is it a rare or unusual talent? God made each 
of us unique—or one of a kind. We have different 
talents and different personalities. We look different, 
and we act and react differently. 

Each of us is a child of God, but we become part 
of the Body of Christ at our Baptism. The Body 
of Christ is just another name for our Church—and 
Jesus Christ is our head! Our priests, our families, our 
saints, and everyone who is baptized are all part of 
the Body of Christ.

Just like our body needs each part to work 
properly, the Body of Christ needs each of us to work 
the way it should. The Body of Christ is diverse 

because it is filled with unique people who can do 
many different things well. Diversity makes the Church 
better because each of us has an important place 
in the Church. No one else can serve in exactly the 
same way. By using our gifts and becoming the best 
people we can be, we help make the Body of Christ 
strong. 

Remember: We are Church all the time, not just in 
Sunday Mass. When you are kind to someone on the 
playground, when you tell the truth, or when you help 
your family with chores, you are doing what Jesus 
wants you to be and do in the world. How can you 
serve Jesus as a member of his Body this week?

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource correspond to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:
• “The Word Church,” page 6
• “The Church Is the Body of Christ,” page 7
If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

One of a Kind, Created by God
1. At Baptism. 2. God made us each unique. 3. Each of us 
is unique, and the Church is better and stronger because 
each of us has an important place in the Church. 
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Use the code to write the correct letters on the lines below to find the secret message. 
Then transfer the circled letter in your final answer to the space marked with the 
number 1 on the back of your folder.

Part of the Church
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 2 

activity booklet.
 Explain that a cornerstone is the most im-

portant stone in a building, because it holds 
two walls together, and all the other stones or 
bricks are set on top of it. 

 Tell your child that together you will learn that 
Jesus is our cornerstone, and we are the living 
stones of the Church today.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Scripture on page 1922 of The 

Catholic Children’s Bible (1 Peter 2:4–10).
 Ask your child these questions:

• What does Peter mean in verse 7? 
(Jesus was rejected but rose again. Jesus 
is most important to our lives.)

• Why did Peter call us “living stones” 
(verse 5)? (Each of us builds up our Church, 
like stones build a structure.)

• Who is the cornerstone, or main foundation 
stone, of our faith? (Jesus)

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! sections 
on page 1 of the chapter 2 activity booklet. 
Invite your child to retell the Scripture passage 
in his or her own words.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 2 activity booklet. 
 Answers: living, used, chosen, priests

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read the article on the second page of this 

home guide chapter. Review the key words, 
and ask the review questions.  

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 2 activity booklet. 
 Answer: Baptism 

Go! (10 minutes)
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 2 activity booklet 
to complete this week. 

 Encourage your child to complete the puzzle 
handout on the third page of this home guide 
chapter. Answer: We build up the Church!

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 2 activity booklet.

We Are Priestly People
Scripture Focus: 1 Peter 2:4–10

Lesson Goals
• to identify Jesus as the cornerstone of faith
• to explain that we become priestly people 

through Baptism
• to state that the Sacrament of Holy Orders is 

one special way to live in service to God’s 
people

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on page 1922 of The 

Catholic Children’s Bible (1 Peter 2:4–10).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 

of the chapter 2 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.
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Key Words
ordained  Marked specially for service to the 
Church through the Sacrament of Holy Orders.
qualities  Characteristics, abilities, and gifts.

Review
1. What does it mean to be priestly people, and  
 how do we become priestly people?
2. How do we make life holy?
3. What happens in the Sacrament of Holy Orders?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Think about your parish priest. What qualities make 
him a good priest? The role of a priest is to make 
things holy through his words and actions. When do 
you see your priest making your parish holy? How 
does he do so?

Priests, along with deacons and bishops, are men 
who have been ordained. That means they have 
received the Sacrament of Holy Orders, which marks 
them specially for service to the Church. Ordained 
men have chosen to live their lives in service to God’s 
people in a special way. For example, only ordained 
men can celebrate the sacraments with us, such as 
hearing confessions, celebrating the Eucharist, and 
anointing the sick. 

Women cannot receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders, but women can also choose to serve God in 
a special way by joining a religious order. Nuns and 
sisters promise to serve God with their lives too.

But as today’s reading explains, all of us—men and 
women, children and grown-ups—are priestly people. 
We are living stones who build God’s spiritual temple 
here on Earth. We become priestly people through our 
Baptism. Baptism makes us part of the Church and calls 
us to do God’s work. We make life holy by serving 
God and working to make the world better. 

Look at the people you see every day: your 
 family, friends, and teachers. Can you spot some 
ways they are making life holy today?

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource correspond to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:
• “The Sacraments,” page 33
• “The Sacrament of Holy Orders” and 

“The Ordination of Priests,” page 34
• “The Ordination of Bishops” and 

“The Ordination of Deacons,” page 35
If you have additional time, read the selections 
 together, and ask some questions to check your  
child’s understanding.

We Are Priestly People
1. We serve as living stones who build God’s spiritual 
temple on Earth through our words and actions. 
We become priestly people through our Baptism. 
2. We make life holy by serving God and working to 
make the world better. 3. A man becomes an ordained 
bishop, priest, or deacon, called to serve God’s people 
in a special way.

Grade 3 Home Guide, page 11
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Handout

Use the code below to find the secret message. Determine the letter that goes in each blank by 
finding where the number and letter below the blank intersect on the code chart. Then transfer the 
circled letter in your final answer to the space marked with the number 2 on the back of your folder.

Called to Be “Living Stones”
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 3 

activity booklet.
 Encourage your child to name some gifts 

(talents or abilities) that other people have 
shared with him or her.

 Tell your child that today’s lesson points out 
that we are all gifts, and we all have gifts to 
share with others.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1788 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Romans 12:6–8).
 Ask your child these questions:

• What are we supposed to do with the gifts 
God has given us? (Answers may vary: use 
them, share them, help others, and so on.)

• What does it mean to share generously? 
(We are supposed to share in great 
amounts.)

• What does it mean to do something 
 cheerfully? (It means to do it with a  
good attitude.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1789 of The Catholic 
 Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 3 activity booklet. 
 Answers: 1. gifts, 2. speak, 3. generously,  
4. kindness

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read the article on the second page of this 

home guide chapter. Review the key word, 
and ask the review questions. 

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 3 activity booklet. 
 Answers: Cross out the following pictures: child 
saying “I don’t want this,” child dropping garbage. 
Circle all the other pictures.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 3 activity booklet 
to complete this week. 

 Encourage your child to complete the puzzle 
handout on the third page of this home guide 
chapter. Answer: serve

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 3 activity booklet.

We Offer Our Gifts to the Church
Scripture Focus: Romans 12:6–8

Lesson Goals
• to state that God has given each one of us 

special gifts
• to identify that the gifts we are given are for 

serving others
• to recall that belonging to the Church means 

helping others and allowing others to help us 

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1788 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Romans 12:6–8).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 

of the chapter 3 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.
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Key Word
gifts  God-given abilities or talents that help 
us serve him and make the world a better 
place.

Review
1. Why is it important to know what our gifts are?
2. Why should we share our gifts?
3. Why do we call them gifts?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

When you are kind to someone, read the Bible, pray 
for other people, feed the hungry, and go to Mass—
you are doing God’s work! You might think that only 
grown-ups can do God’s work. But all of us in the 
Church—young and old, male and female—can 
make the world a better place by using our gifts in 
helpful ways.

God’s grace is what gives us the ability to do his 
work here on Earth. He has given each of us unique 
abilities that help us serve him and serve others in 
 different ways. We call these abilities “gifts” because 
everything that makes us who we are is a gift from 
God. 

As you have been learning in previous lessons, 
Baptism makes each of us part of the Church. In 
Baptism, we become living stones that help build the 
Kingdom of God. Saint Paul reminds us in today’s 
Scripture that God wants us to share his goodness 
and his gifts freely and generously. Belonging to the 
Church means we help others, and we allow others to 
help us. 

To use our gifts to serve others, it is important that 
we know what our gifts are. What is one unique gift 
that God has given you? How can you use that gift to 
do God’s work this week?

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource correspond to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:
• “The Church Is the Body of Christ,” page 7
• “The Priesthood of Christ,” page 23
If you have additional time, read the selections 
 together, and ask some questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

Make the World a Better Place
1. We must know our gifts so we know how to 
use them. 2. Our gifts are from God. He means 
for us to share his goodness and his gifts to serve 
 others. 3. We call them gifts because God gave 
them to us.
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Put the following words in alphabetical order. Then write the word that is revealed in the box on the 
lines below to discover what we are called to do with the gifts we have been given. Finally, transfer 
the circled letter in your final answer to the space marked with the number 3 on the back of your 
folder.

We Are Given Gifts

Love        

______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

______ ______ ______ ______ 

______ ______ ______ ______ ______

______ ______ ______ ______

______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______
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We Care for the Earth
Scripture Focus: Psalm 104:5–15

Lesson Goals
• to name the Book of Psalms as a group of 

songs and poems to God
• to state that some of the psalms are prayers of 

praise to God
• to identify that we are entrusted with caring 

for the world because it was created for us 
by God

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on pages 921–922 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Psalm 104:5–15).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 4 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

Get Ready!
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 4 

activity booklet.
 Brainstorm with your child some of the 

 wonderful things you see in the world that  
you are thankful for.

 Tell your child that together you will learn 
about how our appreciation of creation 
 honors God, who created all things.

Dive In!
 Read the Scripture on pages 921–922 of The 

Catholic Children’s Bible (Psalm 104:5–15).
 Ask your child these questions:

• Who is this psalm written to? (God)
• What does the psalm say to God?  

(The psalm recognizes that God created 
 everything and cares for everything.)

• What parts are clues that this is a psalm of 
praise? (The psalm’s title is “In Praise of  
the Creator.” The psalm admires all the 
wonderful things God has done in creation.)

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! sections 
on page 1 of the chapter 4 activity booklet. 
Invite your child to retell the Scripture passage 
in his or her own words.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 4 activity booklet. 
 Answers will vary.

Discover!
 Read the article on the second page of this 

home guide chapter. Review the key words, 
and ask the review questions.

 Invite your child to join you in playing the 
game on page 3 of the chapter 4 activity 
booklet.

Go!
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 4 activity booklet 
to complete this week. 

 Encourage your child to complete the puzzle 
handout on the third page of this home guide 
chapter. Answer: Care for creation

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 4 activity booklet.
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Key Words
entrusted  Gave someone a duty to care 
for something.
responsibility  A duty that someone has 
given to us.

Review
1. How we can keep the wonder and awe of God’s  
 creation in our minds and hearts?
2. What are we doing when we praise God?
3. Whose responsibility is it to care for God’s    
 creation? 
4. How does God want us to care for creation?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

In a very old and much-loved hymn, we sing, “Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow!” What does this 
mean? We are saying that everything, every blessing, 
comes from God—and we praise him for it! When 
we praise God, we honor him above all else, just for 
being God.

Today’s reading from the Book of Psalms is another 
song of praise to God. The Book of Psalms in the Old 
Testament contains 150 psalms: songs, poems, and 
prayers written to God about many different situations. 
Psalm 104 is one of the psalms of praise to God.

Whenever God created something, he said it was 
good. We know that God cares for all of his creation, 

just as we care about the things we make. When we 
praise God for everything he has created, we are 
keeping wonder and awe in our minds and hearts.

God created the world just for us, and he 
 entrusted us with caring for it. This is our 
 responsibility. When we litter, throw away food, 
mistreat our clothes, and waste other resources, we 
are not caring for God’s creation! When we recycle, 
eat leftover food, and give to charity clothes we’ve 
outgrown, we are caring for all creation.

God believes in our ability to use our resources 
wisely and responsibly. What can you do this week 
to care for his creation?

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article and activity in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “The Prayer of Praise” + activity, pages 60–61
If you have additional time, read the selection together, 
and invite your child to complete the activity.

One of a Kind, Created by God

1. We can offer prayers of praise to God. 2. We are 
honoring God just for being God. 3. It is our responsibility. 
4. God wants us to use our resources wisely, not to waste 
or mistreat his creation.
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Praising God for Creation
How can we show thanks to God for our world? Find the answer by looking at the lowercase letters 
under the blank lines at the bottom of the page and writing their corresponding capital letters from the 
code above in the blanks. Then transfer the circled letter in your final answer to the spaces marked 
with the number 4 on the back of your folder.

                     k   m  w   j      t   d  w

 k   w   j   m  v   a   d   z

___  ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___

___ ___   ___ ___  ___  ___ ___  ___
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 5 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to list some things she or he 

is thankful for.
 Tell your child that together you will learn 

how we can be thankful because God’s love 
is permanent—he always loves us, in good 
times and in bad.

Dive In!
 Read the Featured Story on page 1858  

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Philippians 4:4–7).

 Ask your child these questions:
• What does Paul want us to do when we 

are in union with God? (to be joyful)
• What should we ask God for in our 

prayers? (what we need)
• When we pray, what should be our 

 attitude? (We should be thankful.)
• What does Saint Paul say we have difficulty 

understanding, and why? (God’s peace, 
because it is so great and wonderful.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1859 of The Catholic 
 Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 5 activity booklet.  
Answer: See solution on the third page of this 
home guide chapter.

Discover! (10 minutes)
 Read the article on the second page of this 

home guide chapter. Review the key words, 
and ask the review questions. 

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 5 activity booklet. 
 Answers: gratitude, thanksgiving

Go!
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 5 activity booklet to 
complete together during the next week.

 Encourage your child to complete the puzzle 
handout on the fourth page of this home guide 
chapter.  Answer: Thank God!

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 5 activity booklet.

We Thank God
Scripture Focus: Philippians 4:4–7

Lesson Goals
• to explain that we can be joyful and thankful 

because God loves us
• to discuss that peace is the result of having 

joyful and thankful hearts
• to explain that expressing gratitude for  

what God has given us is called a prayer 
of thanksgiving

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1858 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Philippians 4:4–7).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 5 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.
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Key Words
enduring  Lasting; permanent.
peace  Calmness that we carry deep inside 
us, even when things are difficult, as a result 
of having a joyful and thankful heart.
temporary  Not permanent or enduring.

Review
1. How long does God’s love last?
2. What is our response to knowing we are loved  
 by God?
3. What does lasting joy or happiness give us?
4. How can we show gratitude for God’s love?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

What does it mean to love someone? How do you feel 
when you know you are loved? What do you think 
love is? God’s love for us is enduring, or permanent. 
That means it never goes away! God created us out of 
love, and he gives us this love to carry with us always. 

Some things we want bring us only temporary 
happiness—like a TV show or a cupcake. Temporary 
happiness doesn’t last. But God’s love is all we truly 
need. When we know the difference between things 
we want and things we need, we find deep peace. 
Peace is the calmness we carry deep inside us, even 
when life is difficult. We find peace when we have a 
joyful and thankful heart.

In today’s reading, Saint Paul tells us to rejoice 
because we are loved by God. Our response to his 
love is joy, or happiness. Rejoicing and having a 

good attitude are two ways to show God we are 
thankful for his love. Prayer is another important way 
we show our gratitude to God for what he has given 
us. Saint Paul tells us to have a thankful heart and not 
to worry when we pray. When we talk with God and 
thank him, we offer a prayer of thanksgiving. 

The Mass is our greatest prayer of thanksgiving. 
The word Eucharist means “thanksgiving.” During the 
Mass, when we say “Amen,” we are telling God we 
are thankful. In your bedtime prayers tonight, tell God 
what you are thankful for today—and end with a big, 
heartfelt “Amen!”

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article and activity in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “The Prayer of Thanksgiving” + activity, 

pages 58–59
If you have additional time, read the selection together, 
and invite your child to complete the activity.

Love Is .  .  .

1. God’s love endures, or lasts forever. 2. Joy or 
happiness. 3. Peace. 4. By rejoicing, thanking 
God in prayer, and going to Mass.
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Place the following words into the correct boxes. Then use the letters in numbered boxes to solve  
the code and see what we are called to do when we are grateful. Finally, transfer the circled letter  
in your final answer to the spaces marked with the number 5 on the back of your folder.

A Grateful Heart

gratitude   heart   rejoice   praise   thanksgiving

6
             
5

             
2

            

1    

3
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4

             
7     

___  ___ ___ ___  ___      ___  ___ ___ !
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